
Lecture #2: 
Urban Formal Order I: Space, Anti-space, Junkspace

* *  * *   * 

“Monsignor Apollo is a good man and a good priest, but all men are apt to be incredible 
asses at times, especially outside their domains.”

--Walter M. Miller, Jr., A Canticle for Leibowitz



“Space is the medium of urban culture.”
-- Steven Kent Peterson







   Space is a Thing: an Urban Thing…. 
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Space & Anti-space: 

- Space = a figural void.

-Space can be imagined as carved out of a solid mass, a
subtraction of matter.

-Space is always defined.

-Something cannot be classified as “space” if it is not
spatial.

- Anti-space = undefined area; the context for figural solids.

-Anti-space can be imagined as empty and infinite, to which
material objects are added.

-Anti-space is not defined and therefore not spatial.

-SPACE IS THE MEDIUM OF PUBLIC LIFE

- A condition cannot be both spatial and anti-spatial at the
      same time and in the same respect.

- There is always a reciprocal relationship between space and

     the solids that define it (one cannot exist without the other).



Space & Anti-space: 

- Space in the context of traditional & modern notions of 
urbanism:

- Traditional urbanism: urbanism is a spatial condition
(even object buildings are set in a defined urban space).

-Ć ModernisT  urbanism” is a primarily anti-spatial condition
(object buildings set in an anti-spatial, or spatially
undefined, condition).

-vs- 

spatial anti-spatial 



Centralized Space defined by Buildings 

Space and Building-Landscape reciprocity 



Linear Space defined by Buildings and Vegetation 

Space and Building-Landscape reciprocity 



Linear Space defined by Vegetation 

Space and Building-Landscape reciprocity 



  Famous Buildings in Anti-space 
 

Space / Anti-space 
 



Anti-space as Modernist Urban Ideal 
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Objects placed in an anti-spatial condition are not bad: however, they are not urban

spatial anti-spatial 



Space 



Space 



Space 



Space 



Space 



Anti-space 



Le Corbusier’s Plan Voisin (top) / The Radiant City (bottom): modernist ideal as towers in a park (anti-spatial) 



English Romantic Landscape Garden / Stourhead, UK (Anti-Spatial) 



English Romantic Landscape Garden / Stourhead, UK (Anti-Spatial) 



English Romantic Landscape Garden / Stourhead, UK (Anti-Spatial) 



English Romantic Landscape Garden / St. Mary of the Lake Seminary, Mundelein, IL (Anti-Spatial) 























































Streets, Blocks and Lots 
Context & Implications 

Context: 

o Space / Anti-space (Building-Landscape reciprocity)

Implications:

o Characteristics of good contemporary American traditional 
towns and neighborhoods

o Street & Block reciprocity / Urban Density



A good town / neighborhood has a discernible center  

Characteristics of good contemporary American  
traditional towns and neighborhoods 



A good town / neighborhood is pedestrian-friendly on its commercial streets 

Characteristics of good contemporary American  
traditional towns and neighborhoods 



A good town / neighborhood is pedestrian-friendly on its residential streets 

Characteristics of good contemporary American  
traditional towns and neighborhoods 



A good town / neighborhood has a variety of dwelling types (detached single-family houses) 

Characteristics of good contemporary American  
traditional towns and neighborhoods 



A good town / neighborhood has a variety of dwelling types  
(row-houses, left  /  2-flat and 3-flat, right) 

Characteristics of good contemporary American  
traditional towns and neighborhoods 



A good town / neighborhood has a variety of dwelling types  
(6-unit apartments building left / 12-unit apartment building, right) 

Characteristics of good contemporary American  
traditional towns and neighborhoods 



A good town / neighborhood has a variety of dwelling types (apartments over shops) 

Characteristics of good contemporary American  
traditional towns and neighborhoods 



A good town / neighborhood has a variety of dwelling types (ADU, left  /  carriage house, right) 

Characteristics of good contemporary American  
traditional towns and neighborhoods 



A good town / neighborhood has stores and offices located at or near its center 

Characteristics of good contemporary American  
traditional towns and neighborhoods 



A good town / neighborhood has children, and an elementary school and  
parks / playgrounds to which they can walk 

Characteristics of good contemporary American  
traditional towns and neighborhoods 



A good town / neighborhood has small blocks, small lots, and a network of through streets 

Characteristics of good contemporary American  
traditional towns and neighborhoods 



A good town / neighborhood places its buildings near the front of their lots  
to give spatial definition to streets 

Characteristics of good contemporary American  
traditional towns and neighborhoods 



A good town / neighborhood utilizes its streets for parking, and parks from alleys where possible 

Characteristics of good contemporary American  
traditional towns and neighborhoods 



A good town / neighborhood reserves prominent sites for civic and religious buildings  

Characteristics of good contemporary American  
traditional towns and neighborhoods 



Urban Density and Street Section 





















Where We Are Now:

• “The Culture of Congestion”

• Delirious New York by Rem Koolhaas -- a “retrospective manifesto for Manhattan”

• The City as hyper-modern and hyper-individualist 

• The anti-Aristotelian City 

• though in the Catholic meta-narrative not lacking in Grace 



Where We Are Now: Condition of Urban Space

• Traditional City of Space

• Modernist City of Anti-space

• Hyper-modernist City of Junkspace









Sacred Order = the larger origin and context of both nature and human life

• In the built environment, the manifestation and/or acknowledgment of this context as something 
greater than and beyond our individual and collective selves.

Sacred Order distinguished from Moral Order

• Moral Order: primarily concerned with character Virtue and Law (i.e. relationships with others)

• Sacred Order: concerned with transcendence (i.e. our relationship to the larger cosmos of which 
we are part; an acknowledgment of the deepest mysteries of life)

Sacred Order



“Making” sacred

•  Buildings and Spaces as “sacred”:

1) The actual presence of the sacred (as epiphany & sacrament)

2) Anticipation of the sacred (as sacrifice / offering, both liturgical 
and vocational)

• Human beings cannot make the sacred present, cannot conjure God (who 
is not subject to magic)

• Rather, human beings strive to make and offer things that anticipate sacred 
presence, both as beauty and as sacrament

Sacred Order



“Making” sacred

• Sacrament: an action or object in which the sacred is present

o Sacred presence is best understood as an address to human beings from the sacred.

• Sacrifice / offering: an acknowledgment of and / or invitation to the sacred into our lives,
in anticipation of (and hope for) sacred presence

o Sacred anticipation is best characterized as an address from human beings
to the sacred.

Sacred Order



Anticipating the sacred

• How have human beings attempted this? By pursuing Truth, Goodness, and Beauty

• T/G/B (also known as transcendentals), because each is seen as a component and 
reflection of transcendent / sacred order

o To pursue knowing Truth / being Good / making Beauty was (is) to pursue 
the deepest meanings and mysteries of life, and to potentially come to a 
greater understanding of and participation in these sacred mysteries.

o In striving for T/G/B, one is seeking the sacred (order).

o To experience Truth, Goodness and/or Beauty is to experience God

Sacred Order



Anticipating the sacred

• Beauty = the end goal (telos) of things we make (Aristotle)

• Characteristics of Beauty
o Aristotle: made well, gives pleasure
o Plato: elevates us to a higher realm of being (the Form of The Beautiful)
o Aquinas: gives pleasure upon immediate encounter; reveals the kind of 

thing it is (quiditas); elevates; complete; harmonious relationship between 
parts and whole

o Alberti: completeness; a harmonious relationship between the parts and the 
whole such that nothing could be altered but for the worse

(n.b. if all this is true, beauty is not strictly part of the natural order, 
which scientists tell us (truly) is not "complete" - hence Beauty is 
transcendental)

Sacred Order



Anticipating the sacred

Random thoughts on Beauty (sense and intellect):
o Immediate sensual pleasure upon perception
o Sustained pleasure upon extended contemplation, both perceptual and intellectual
o In a certain sense, well-made beautiful objects persist in Beauty through cultural 

change - perhaps also a mark of Beauty's transcendent character

Sacred Order



Urban Formal Order I: Space and Anti-space 
Weeks 1 - 6: Some quick summary points…

• “Aristotelian urbanism” is not an ideology, but rather refers to an observation of how pre-
modern human settlements actually work, how they are organized, and what they are for.

• The fact that we no longer make cities this way does not mean such an approach to
urbanism today is an unrealizable or unrealized ideal. Virtually any village, town, or city
neighborhood made before 1945 exemplifies its characteristics, many in an ongoing way;
though many have also been neglected, and some ruined.

• Because of the kind of culture we now are – individualistic as our cultural personality
ideal, utilitarian and bureaucratically rational as our default organizational modes – we
cannot make Aristotelian urbanism absent some kind of counter-cultural setting within the
precincts of modernity (“Tocqueville”) or at a distance – perhaps physical, but necessarily
spiritual – from the precincts of modernity (“Benedict”)

• Otherwise, “traditional architects and urbanists” is (perhaps) little more than service to a
niche market in the growing economic and power inequalities of the global economy

• Planned communities today rarely turn out as architects and urbanists plan them, because
building is constrained by laws reflecting some understanding of what’s good for the
community.



Urban Formal Order I: Space and Anti-space 
Quick summary points (cont.)…

• But what to do when there is no strong community? When laws exist to protect the interests of
individuals (and invariably powerful individuals)? If you reject the notion that a market
economy, though properly normative, is not an autonomous entity unconstrained by other
considerations, and reject the idea that the market economy is not oriented to the production of
common good material conditions?

Q: What is / might be required today in order to make walkable, durable, mixed-use Aristotelian
settlements?

A: A certain kind of community (legal, moral, and perhaps if not probably religious); certain kinds
of physical and economic conditions; certain skilled craftsmen as members of the community:

• A population (including children, and agreement about importance of nurturing children)
• Land (taxed)
• A shared view of an over-riding good – i.e., a common good -- and the character virtues

required to achieve the community’s shared good
• Constraints upon internal forces that threaten the common good; implying…
• Laws / Rules (and their enforcement)
• An economy characterized by a division of labor, including a quantity of skilled labor

related to building construction




